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¢Qué Le Pasé A Enoc?

(Serie “Las Palabras Duras de la Biblia”, #18)
Audio del Sermén

Génesis 5.23-24 (RVR60)
Y fueron todos los dias de Enoc trescientos sesenta y cinco anos. *4Camind, pues, Enoc
con Dios, y desaparecio, porque le llevd Dios.

Too many people assume that there is no uniform and sure doctrine on the subject of
life after death in the Old Testament. Only one reference in the Old Testament is
counted as a clear and undisputed reference to the resurrection of the dead by most
Old Testament scholars, Daniel 12:2: “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth
will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.”
Unhappily, however, even those who concede this point incorrectly place Daniel in
the second century B.cC.

Daniel 12.2 (RVR60)
Y muchos de los que duermen en el polvo de la tierra serdn despertados, unos para vida
eterna, y otros para verglienza y confusion perpetua.

A few scholars are willing to add Isaiah 26:19 to the Daniel 12:2 passage and count
it as a second passage supporting the idea of resurrection of the dead in the Old
Testament. It reads, “But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in
the dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the
earth will give birth to her dead.”

Isafas 26.19 (RVR60)
9Tus muertos vivirdn; sus caddveres resucitardn. ;Despertad y cantad, moradores del
polvo! porque tu rocio es cual rocio de hortalizas, y la tierra dard sus muertos.

Nevertheless, it is amazing to see how many learned men and women will deny
even these two texts and argue that the Old Testament teaches virtually nothing
about resurrection or life after death.

The truth of the matter is that ancient peoples were more attuned to the subject
of life after death than moderns suspect. The peoples of the ancient Near East wrote
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at length about what life was like after one left this earth. One need only consult such
representative pieces as the Gilgamesh Epic, The Descent of Ishtar into the
Netherworld, the Book of the Dead and the Pyramid Texts. Indeed, the whole
economy of Egypt was geared to the cult of the dead, for all who wished a part in the
next life had to be buried around the pyramid of the Pharaoh. What these Egyptians
could expect in that afterlife was depicted in the scenes on the walls of their
mortuaries: eating, drinking, singing and all the joys of this life. Each joy, of course,
would be magnified and still enjoyed through a body.

By the time Abraham arrived in Egypt, such concepts had been emblazoned on
their walls in hieroglyphics, murals and models made of clay, to make sure no one
missed the point. Life after death was not a modern doctrine developed by an
educated society that began to think more abstractly about itself and its times.
Instead it was an ancient hunger that existed in the hearts of humanity long before
the patriarchs, prophets and kings of the Old Testament began to function. Why
should we attribute this idea to the second and third centuries B.c. if already in the
third and second millennium B.c. there is strong evidence to support it?

The earliest biblical mention of the possibility of a mortal’s inhabiting the
immortal realms of deity can be found in Genesis 5:24. There we are told that a man
named Enoch lived 365 years, all the while “walking with God.” Suddenly, “he was no
more, because God took him away.”

Enoch, whose name means “beginner,” must have been unusually godly—not
that he achieved this distinction by removing himself from the world and
contemplating only the presence of God. In fact, he fathered the famous Methuselah
(the man who lived the longest that we know about on planet Earth, 969 years!). And
he had other sons and daughters. This man was hardly removed from the daily grind
and the problems of life. Nevertheless, he was able to walk with God.

Since this quality of “walking with God” is ascribed only to Enoch and Noah (Gen
6:9), it is significant that Malachi 2:6 shows that the concept involved having a most
intimate communion with God. What a tribute to a mortal who is also a sinner! On the
other hand, since Exodus 33:20 teaches that “no one may see [God] and live,” the
possibility of an outward, physical meeting with God is ruled out.

Génesis 6.9 (RVR60)
9Estas son las generaciones de Noé: Noé, vardn justo, era perfecto en sus
generaciones; con Dios caminé Noé.

Malaquias 2.6 (RVR60)
®La ley de verdad estuvo en su boca, e iniquidad no fue hallada en sus labios; en paz y en
justicia anduvo conmigo, y a muchos hizo apartar de la iniquidad.

Exodo 33.20 (RVR60)

2°Dijo mds: No podrds ver mi rostro; porque no me verd hombre, y vivird.
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Many think that only since New Testament times have such nearness and inner
communion with God become possible. But here was one who found such
uninterrupted consciousness of the living God that it appears to match what we in
the post-New Testament era experience.

After 365 years of intimacy with the Almighty, suddenly the Lord “took” Enoch.
What can it mean that he “took” him?

The Hebrew root for the verb to take is used over a thousand times in the Old
Testament. However, in two contexts—this Genesis 5 passage and the account of
Elijah’s assumption into heaven in 2 Kings 2:3, 10-11—it refers to a snatching of a
person’s body up to heaven.

2° Reyes 2.3 (RVR60)
3Y saliendo a Eliseo los hijos de los profetas que estaban en Bet-el, le dijeron: ;Sabes que
Jehovd te quitard hoy a tu sefor de sobre ti? Y él dijo: Si, yo lo sé; callad.

2° Reyes 2.10-11 (RVR60)
'°E| le dijo: Cosa dificil has pedido. Si me vieres cuando fuere quitado de ti, te serd hecho
asi; mas si no, no.

'Y aconteci6 que yendo ellos y hablando, he aqui un carro de fuego con caballos de
fuego apartd a los dos; y Elias subid al cielo en un torbellino.

In light of these two cases of physical assumption, are there other cases where
the verb is used in the Old Testament with a similar meaning?

There are two additional contexts in which more is intended than a mere rescue
from dying or distress. Psalm 49 presents a stark contrast between the end of the
lives of the wicked and the end of the lives of the righteous. The wicked are like “the
beasts that perish” (Ps 49:12, 20) without any hope that they “should live on forever”
(Ps 49:9). However, the righteous have the triumphant expectation that “God will
redeem [them] from the grave [Hebrew Sheol]; he will surely take [them] to himself”
(Ps 49:15). The idea is the same as that of Genesis 5:24: God will snatch, take or
receive us to himself when we die. If the psalmist had in mind the fact that he would
be rescued from death for a few years, though he knows he still must eventually die
like the beasts, then the psalm has very little, or no, point.

Salmo 49 (RVR60)
" Oid esto, pueblos todos;
Escuchad, habitantes todos del mundo,
2 Asi'los plebeyos como los nobles,
Elricoy el pobre juntamente.
3 Mi boca hablara sabiduria,
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Y el pensamiento de mi corazon inteligencia.
4 Inclinaré al proverbio mi oido;
Declararé con el arpa mi enigma.

5 ¢Por qué he de temer en los dias de adversidad,
Cuando la iniquidad de mis opresores me rodeare?
® Los que confian en sus bienes,
Y de la muchedumbre de sus riquezas se jactan,
7 Ninguno de ellos podrd en manera alguna redimir al hermano,
Ni dar a Dios su rescate
8 (Porque la redencidn de su vida es de gran precio,
Y no se logrard jamds),
9 Para que viva en adelante para siempre,
Y nunca vea corrupcion.

% Pues verd que aun los sabios mueren;
Que perecen del mismo modo que el insensato y el necio,
Y dejan a otros sus riquezas.
" Su intimo pensamiento es que sus casas serdn eternas,
Y sus habitaciones para generacion y generacion;
Dan sus nombres a sus tierras.
2 Mas el hombre no permanecerd en honrg;
Es semejante a las bestias que perecen.

3 Este su camino es locura;
Con todo, sus descendientes se complacen en el dicho de ellos.
Selah
4 Como a rebainos que son conducidos al Seol,
La muerte los pastoreard,
Y los rectos se ensefioreardn de ellos por la mahana;
Se consumird su buen parecer, y el Seol serd su morada.
> Pero Dios redimira mi vida del poder del Seol,
Porque él me tomard consigo.
Selah

6 No temas cuando se enriquece alguno,
Cuando aumenta la gloria de su casa;
"7 Porque cuando muera no llevard nada,
Ni descenderd tras él su gloria.
8 Aunque mientras viva, llame dichosa a su alma,
Y sea loado cuando prospere,
9 Entrard en la generacidn de sus padres,
Y nunca mds verd la luz.
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2% El hombre que estd en honra y no entiende,
Semejante es a las bestias que perecen.

Psalm 73:23-25 makes a similar contrast between the wicked and the righteous.
Once again there is faith that reaches beyond this life, and it centers on this verb to
take (Hebrew lagah). Says the psalmist, “You guide me with your counsel, and
afterward you will take me into glory” (Ps 73:24).

Salmo 73.23-25 (RVR60)
3 Con todo, yo siempre estuve contigo;
Me tomaste de la mano derecha.
24 Me has guiado segtn tu consejo,
Y después me recibirds en gloria.
5 ;A quién tengo yo en los cielos sino a ti?
Y fuera de tinada deseo en la tierra.

Accordingly, it can be argued on very strong linguistic and conceptual grounds
that the “taking” of a person from this earth implies that mortals are capable of
inhabiting immortal realms. For the believer in Yahweh in Old Testament times, death
did not end it all. There was life after death, and that life was to be in the presence of
the living God.

Salmo 72 (RVR60)

El reino de un rey justo
Para Salomén.

' Oh Dios, da tus juicios al rey,
Y tu justicia al hijo del rey.

2 El juzgard a tu pueblo con justicia,
Y a tus afligidos con juicio.

3 Los montes llevardn paz al pueblo,
Y los collados justicia.

4 Juzgard a los dafligidos del pueblo,
Salvard a los hijos del menesteroso,
Y aplastard al opresor.

> Te temerdn mientras duren el sol
Y la luna, de generacién en generacion.

6 Descenderd como la lluvia sobre la hierba cortada;
Como el rocio que destila sobre la tierra.

7 Florecerd en sus dias justicia,
Y muchedumbre de paz, hasta que no haya luna.
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8 Dominard de mar a mar,
Y desde el rio hasta los confines de la tierra.
9 Ante él se postrardn los moradores del desierto,
Y sus enemigos lamerdn el polvo.
' L os reyes de Tarsis y de las costas traerdn presentes;
Los reyes de Sabd y de Seba ofrecerdn dones.
" Todos los reyes se postrardn delante de él;
Todas las naciones le servirdn.

2 Porque él librard al menesteroso que clamare,
Y al afligido que no tuviere quien le socorra.

3 Tendrd misericordia del pobre y del menesteroso,
Y salvard la vida de los pobres.

'4 De engano y de violencia redimird sus almas,
Y la sangre de ellos serd preciosa ante sus 0jos.

> Vivird, y se le dard del oro de Sabd,
Y se orard por él continuamente;
Todo el dia se le bendecirad.
6 Serd echado un pufiado de grano en la tierra, en las cumbres de los montes;
Su fruto hard ruido como el Libano,
Y los de la ciudad florecerdn como la hierba de la tierra.
7 Serd su nombre para siempre,
Se perpetuard su nombre mientras dure el sol.
Benditas serdn en él todas las naciones;
Lo llamardn bienaventurado.

8 Bendito Jehovd Dios, el Dios de Israel,
El tnico que hace maravillas.

9 Bendito su nombre glorioso para siempre,
Y toda la tierra sea llena de su gloria.
Amény Amén.

20Aqui terminan las oraciones de David, hijo de Isai.

While Enoch did not experience “resurrection,” he did experience glorification.
He did, along with Elijah, transcend this mortal life and go in his body to be with God.
Since Enoch had not died, he could not be resurrected.

Such a view of an immediate access into the presence of God would also close
down all speculation on any kind of intermediate state, receptacle or location as
unscriptural. To say that Old Testament believers stayed in a separate compartment
in Sheol or in a kind of purgatory runs directly counter to the fact that God snatched
Enoch and Elijah away “to himself.”
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To say that the Old Testament offers the hope of personal fellowship with God
beyond the grave with a real body is not outlandish or incorrect. That hope is a
teaching of the text itself.

Salmo 34 (RVR60)

La proteccidn divina
Salmo de David, cuando mudé su semblante delante de Abimelec, y él lo echd, y
se fue.

" Bendeciré a Jehovd en todo tiempo;

Su alabanza estard de continuo en mi boca.
2> En Jehovad se gloriard mi alma;

Lo oirdn los mansos, y se alegraran.
3 Engrandeced a Jehovd conmigo,

Y exaltemos a una su nombre.

4 Busqué a Jehovd, y él me oyo,
Y me libré de todos mis temores.
> Los que miraron a él fueron alumbrados,
Y sus rostros no fueron avergonzados.
6 Este pobre clamd, y le oy6 Jehovd,
Y lo libré de todas sus angustias.
7 El dngel de Jehovd acampa alrededor de los que le temen,
Y los defiende.
8 Gustad, y ved que es bueno Jehovd;
Dichoso el hombre que confia en él.
9 Temed a Jehovd, vosotros sus santos,
Pues nada falta a los que le temen.
19 | os leoncillos necesitan, y tienen hambre;
Pero los que buscan a Jehovd no tendrdn falta de ningtin bien.

" Venid, hijos, oidme;
El temor de Jehovd os ensefiaré.
2 :Quién es el hombre que desea vida,
Que desea muchos dias para ver el bien?
'3 Guarda tu lengua del mal,
Y tus labios de hablar engano.
4 Apdrtate del mal, y haz el bien;
Busca la paz, y siguela.

> Los ojos de Jehovd estdn sobre los justos,
Y atentos sus oidos al clamor de ellos.
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' La ira de Jehovd contra los que hacen mal,
Para cortar de la tierra la memoria de ellos.

7 Claman los justos, y Jehovd oye,
Y los libra de todas sus angustias.

18 Cercano estd Jehovd a los quebrantados de corazén;
Y salva a los contritos de espiritu.

9 Muchas son las aflicciones del justo,
Pero de todas ellas le librard Jehova.
%0 El guarda todos sus huesos;
Ni uno de ellos serd quebrantado.
2 Matard al malo la maldad,
Y los que aborrecen al justo serdn condenados.
22 Jehovd redime el alma de sus siervos,
Y no serdn condenados cuantos en él confian.

SALMO 40

Alabanza por la liberacién divina
(Sal. 70.1-5)

Al mdsico principal. Salmo de David.

" Pacientemente esperé a Jehovd,
Y se inclind a mi, y oyé mi clamor.

'Y me hizo sacar del pozo de la desesperacion, del lodo cenagoso;

Puso mis pies sobre pena, y enderezd mis pasos.

3 Puso luego en mi boca cdntico nuevo, alabanza a nuestro Dios.

Verdn esto muchos, y temerdn,
Y confiardn en Jehovd.

4 Bienaventurado el hombre que puso en Jehovd su confianza,
Y no mira a los soberbios, ni a los que se desvian tras la mentira.

5 Has aumentado, oh Jehovd Dios mio, tus maravillas;
Y tus pensamientos para con nosotros,
No es posible contarlos ante ti.
Siyo anunciare y hablare de ellos,
No pueden ser enumerados.

6 Sacrificio y ofrenda no te agrada;
Has abierto mis oidos;
Holocausto y expiacién no has demandado.
7 Entonces dije: He aqui, vengo;
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En el rollo del libro estad escrito de mi;
8 El hacer tu voluntad, Dios mio, me ha agradado,
Y tu ley estd en medio de mi corazon.

? He anunciado justicia en grande congregacion;
He aqui, no refrené mis labios,
Jehovad, tu lo sabes.
° No encubri tu justicia dentro de mi corazon;
He publicado tu fidelidad y tu salvacién;
No oculté tu misericordia y tu verdad en grande asamblea.

" Jehovd, no retengas de mi tus misericordias;
Tu misericordia y tu verdad me guarden siempre.
2 Porque me han rodeado males sin numero;
Me han alcanzado mis maldades, y no puedo levantar la vista.
Se han aumentado mds que los cabellos de mi cabeza, y mi corazén me falla.

3 Quieras, oh Jehovd, librarme;
Jehovd, apresurate a socorrerme.

4 Sean avergonzados y confundidos a una
Los que buscan mi vida para destruirla.
Vuelvan atrds y avergliéncense
Los que mi mal desean;

'> Sean asolados en pago de su afrenta
Los que me dicen: ;Ea, ea!

6 Gocense y alégrense en ti todos los que te buscan,
Y digan siempre los que aman tu salvacion:
Jehovd sea enaltecido.

7 Aunque dafligido yo y necesitado,

Jehovd pensard en mi.
Mi ayuda y mi libertador eres tu;
Dios mio, no te tardes. '

See also comment on GENESIS 25:8; JOB 19:23-27; PSALM 49:12, 20; ECCLESIASTES 3:19-21.2

37:25-26 The Psalmist Has Never Seen the Righteous Forsaken?

' Reina Valera Revisada (1960). Miami: Sociedades Biblicas Unidas, 1998. Print.
* Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. et al. Hard sayings of the Bible. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1996. Print.
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One wonders where the psalmist has been all his life if he has never seen the
righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. David must surely have seen
good people in great difficulties!

But this misses the psalmist’s point. He did not question that the righteous may
be temporarily forsaken, needy and poor. Rather, he observed that nowhere can it be
shown that the righteous have experienced continued desertion and destitution.

David himself had plenty of opportunity to complain that God had forgotten him.
For example, he had to beg rich Nabal for bread. Therefore, it is important to note
that David carefully sets his statement in the context of life’s long haul, for he had
been young and now he was much older.

Thus, what looks like desertion to those taking a short view of life is actually only
a passing phase. A full trust in God will prove the reverse when life has been viewed
from his perspective.

This acrostic psalm was designed to meet the very temptation assailing anyone in
such dire circumstances. It contrasts what ultimately endures with the transitory.
However, this does not mean God has not also provided, in some measure, relief
even in this present life. As our Lord would later teach, those who seek first the
kingdom of God will have all other things given to them according to their needs.

In fact, our Lord taught us to ask for our daily bread. Thus what is a command is
also a promise. He invites us to pray for that which he wishes to give to us.

God does not abandon his people; he cares for them and provides for them. For
those who have lived long enough in this world to see that God does finally right
wrongs and avenge gross injustice, the psalmist’s declarations ring true even if the
short term offers many temporary exceptions.

If we are sure that God’s watch-care includes his concern for even the small
sparrows, should we think he will allow his children to go unloved and uncared for in
this present age? While some may experience a temporary sense of being forsaken,
that cannot and will not be their continued experience.

If it be objected, as | have already conceded, that some wrongs and deprivations
never appear to be righted in this life, two further points must be made. First, the
truth expressed here is proverbial in form. Proverbs gather up the largest amount of
experience that fits the case without pausing to speak to the exceptions or to nuance
the general teaching with the fewer, but real, objections. Such is the very nature of
proverbs and the way we must understand them. If we press contemporary or
biblical proverbs into being exhaustive treatments of every topic they comment on,
our teaching and practice will become simplistic and reductionistic.

Second, the psalmist deliberately mentions the second generation as being the
recipients of God’s blessing. Thus, while some Third World peoples struggle with
poverty, famine and starvation, out of the ashes of such real sorrow and pain often
comes a whole new opportunity for the children who survive. The point is this: in the
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long haul, God does not forsake his own whether they have little or much; their
children will be blessed!3

3 Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. et al. Hard sayings of the Bible. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1996. Print.
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