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¢Vivir Como Si No Tuviera Esposa?

(Serie “Las Palabras Duras de la Biblia”, #11)
Audio del Sermén

1 Corintios 7.29-31 (RVR60)

?9Pero esto digo, hermanos: que el tiempo es corto; resta, pues, que los que tienen
esposd sean como si no la tuviesen; 3°y los que lloran, como si no llorasen; y los que se
alegran, como si no se alegrasen; y los que compran, como si no poseyesen; 3'y los que
disfrutan de este mundo, como si no lo disfrutasen; porque la apariencia de este mundo
se pasad.

7:29 Live as Though You Had No Spouse?

What does Paul mean? How can one live with one’s spouse “as if”” one had none? And
why should we have to or want to? How and why is “shortness of time” a factor in
favor of living “as if’”?

In the preceding paragraph (1 Cor 7:25-28), Paul has just counseled single
persons, in view of “the present crisis,” to remain single (1 Cor 7:26).

1 Corintios 7.25-28 (RVR60)

*>En cuanto a las virgenes no tengo mandamiento del Sefior; mas doy mi parecer, como
quien ha alcanzado misericordia del Sefior para ser fiel. 2*Tengo, pues, esto por bueno a
causa de la necesidad que apremia; que hard bien el hombre en quedarse como estd.
*7:Estds ligado a mujer? No procures soltarte. ;Estds libre de mujer? No procures casarte.
28Mas también si te casas, no pecas; y si la doncella se casa, no peca; pero los tales
tendrdn afliccion de la carne, y yo os la quisiera evitar.

Should they, however, decide to marry, they would not be sinning. Yet, as
married persons, they would “face many troubles in this life,” and he wants to spare
them this difficult time (1 Cor 7:28).

This reference to difficult experiences is most likely connected with the earlier
mention of a “present crisis” (1 Cor 7:26), as well as with the reference to “the time is
short” (1 Cor 7:29). An understanding of the image-world behind these cryptic
phrases is imperative if we are to follow Paul’s reasoning.
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1 Corintios 7.29 (RVR60)
»%Pero esto digo, hermanos: que el tiempo es corto; resta, pues, que los que tienen
esposa sean como si no la tuviesen;

Early Christianity, in continuity with Jesus’ teaching about the inbreaking of the
kingdom of God and its future consummation, was heir to Jewish understandings of
the present and expectations about the future. Their understanding is known as
apocalyptic eschatology. The word eschatology comes from the Greek words for
“last” and “word,” and means “teaching about the end.” The word apocalyptic
comes from the Greek word apokalyptd, which means “to reveal.” Its noun form is
apokalypsis (“revelation”).

Apocalyptic eschatology, as a particular way of understanding the present and
envisioning the future, arose in Judaism during the last three centuries B.c. The
canonical book of Daniel is its earliest literary expression, which was followed by a
host of apocalypses, literary works published in the names of worthy figures in
Israel’s past, which sought to “reveal” the meaning of Israel’s present experience of
bondage, deprivation and evil in light of God’s purposes. Some of these apocalyptic
works were part of the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, read by Diaspora
Jews (that is, Jews living outside Palestine) and later Gentile and Jewish Christians.

The main features of the worldview of these visionaries within Israel are the
following: (1) the belief that this present age was largely under the control of evil
powers; (2) the conviction that the suffering of God’s faithful people in this present
evil age was a necessary part of the outworking of a divine plan; (3) the certainty that
history was quickly moving toward its climax and that the time immediately prior to
the cataclysmic destruction of this world and the creation of a new one would be a
time of intense tribulation and crisis; (4) the participation, in the outworking of God’s
purposes, of a transcendent figure seen as one like a man, or the Son of Man; (5) the
belief that the day of the Lord, the day of his victory over the powers of evil, would
be accompanied by the resurrection of the dead (or at least of the righteous dead).

It is clear from the Gospels that Jesus taught and carried on his ministry in light of
this Jewish apocalyptic understanding. The battle with evil powers was signaled in his
exorcism of demons and interpreted in parables, such as the one about the strong
man, whose realm is invaded by one stronger than he (Lk 11:17-22).

Lucas 11.17-22 (RVR60)

"7Mas él, conociendo los pensamientos de ellos, les dijo: Todo reino dividido contra si
mismo, es asolado; y una casa dividida contra si misma, cae. '®Y si también Satands estd
dividido contra si mismo, ;cdmo permanecerd su reino? ya que decis que por Beelzebu
echo yo fuera los demonios. "Pues si yo echo fuera los demonios por Beelzebu,
cvuestros hijos por quién los echan? Por tanto, ellos serdn vuestros jueces. °Mas si por el

dedo de Dios echo yo fuera los demonios, ciertamente el reino de Dios ha llegado a
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vosotros. ?'Cuando el hombre fuerte armado guarda su palacio, en paz estd lo que
posee. ?Pero cuando viene otro mds fuerte que él y le vence, le quita todas sus armas en
que confiaba, y reparte el botin.

Satan’s power over this present age is breaking (Lk 10:18);

Lucas 10.18 (RVR60)
8Y les dijo: Yo veia a Satands caer del cielo como un rayo.

the “prince of this world” shall now be cast out (Jn 12:31).

Juan 12.31 (RVR60)
3'Ahora es el juicio de este mundo; ahora el principe de este mundo serd echado fuera.

Jesus is the apocalyptic Son of Man in whom the reign of God is already breaking
into this age, and who will come again to gather his righteous ones (Lk 13:27), raise
the dead (Jn 5:28-29) and exercise judgment (Mt 25:31-32).

Lucas 13.27 (RVR60)
*’Pero os dird: Os digo que no sé de donde sois; apartaos de mi todos vosotros,
hacedores de maldad.

Juan 5.28-29 (RVR60)

28No os maravilléis de esto; porque vendrd hora cuando todos los que estdn en los
sepulcros oirdn su voz; %y los que hicieron lo bueno, saldrdn a resurreccidén de vida; mas
los que hicieron lo malo, a resurreccién de condenacion.

Mateo 25.31-32 (RVR60)

3'Cuando el Hijo del Hombre venga en su gloria, y todos los santos dngeles con él,
entonces se sentard en su trono de gloria, 3’y serdn reunidas delante de él todas las
naciones; y apartard los unos de los otros, como aparta el pastor las ovejas de los
cabritos.

The Olivet discourse, Jesus’ teaching about the crisis of the present and the
judgment to come (Mk 13; Mt 24-25; Lk 21), conveys a sense of urgency and
imminence. And Matthew’s account of the signs accompanying Jesus’ crucifixion
(darkness, earthquake, raisings of the dead—Mt 27:45, 51-53) surely communicates
the conviction that this event signaled the coming of the last days.

Mateo 27.45 (RVR60)
45Y desde la hora sexta hubo tinieblas sobre toda la tierra hasta la hora novena.
Mateo 27.51-53 (RVR60)
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>'Y he aqui, el velo del templo se rasgd en dos, de arriba abajo; y la tierra tembld, y las
rocas se partieron; >’y se abrieron los sepulcros, y muchos cuerpos de santos que habian
dormido, se levantaron; >3y saliendo de los sepulcros, después de la resurreccion de él,
vinieron a la santa ciudad, y aparecieron a muchos.

On the basis of Jesus’ life and teaching, his death and resurrection, and the
experience of the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost (which was perceived as an
evidence that the last days had come—Acts 2:14-21), the early church lived under the
intense conviction that the final chapter of the scroll of history was being unrolled.

Paul shared this conviction. In his correspondence with the Christians in
Thessalonica, he expresses his hope regarding the nearness of the Lord’s return (1
Thess 4:13-14) but also reminds them that his return will be preceded by a time of
tribulation, the evidence of evil’s last struggle to retain control of the world (2 Thess

2).

1 Tesalonicenses 4.13-14 (RVR60)

3Tampoco queremos, hermanos, que ignoréis acerca de los que duermen, para que no
0s entristezcdis como los otros que no tienen esperanza. *Porque si creemos que Jesus
murid y resucito, asi también traerd Dios con Jesus a los que durmieron en él.

2 Tesalonicenses 2.3 (RVR60)
3Nadie os engafie en ninguna manera; porque no vendrd sin que antes venga la
apostasia, y se manifieste el hombre de pecado, el hijo de perdicion,

In the cross, the principalities and powers are defeated (Col 2:15).

Colosenses 2.15 (RVR60)
by despojando a los principados y a las potestades, los exhibié publicamente, triunfando
sobre ellos en la cruz.

Jesus’ resurrection is the downpayment, the first fruits, of the resurrection to
come (1 Cor 15:2-23). And because the era of resurrection has already been
inaugurated, believers are those who have been transferred from the dominion of
darkness into the kingdom of his beloved Son (Col 1:13); they are those on whom the
end of the ages has come (1 Cor 10:11). At the same time, believers are participants in
the final end-time struggle against the powers of evil (Eph 6:10-18).

Colosenses 1.13 (RVR60)
Bel cual nos ha librado de la potestad de las tinieblas, y trasladado al reino de su amado
Hijo,

1 Corintios 10.11 (RVR60)
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'Y estas cosas les acontecieron como ejemplo, y estdn escritas para amonestarnos a
nosotros, a quienes han alcanzado los fines de los siglos.

Efesios 6.10-18 (RVR60)

"°Por lo demds, hermanos mios, fortaleceos en el Sefior, y en el poder de su fuerza.
"Vestios de toda la armadura de Dios, para que poddis estar firmes contra las
asechanzas del diablo. “Porque no tenemos lucha contra sangre y carne, sino contra
principados, contra potestades, contra los gobernadores de las tinieblas de este siglo,
contra huestes espirituales de maldad en las regiones celestes. 3Por tanto, tomad toda
la armadura de Dios, para que poddis resistir en el dia malo, y habiendo acabado todo,
estar firmes. "4Estad, pues, firmes, cenidos vuestros lomos con la verdad, y vestidos con
la coraza de justicia, y calzados los pies con el apresto del evangelio de la paz. ®Sobre
todo, tomad el escudo de la fe, con que poddis apagar todos los dardos de fuego del
maligno. 7Y tomad el yelmo de la salvacion, y la espada del Espiritu, que es la palabra de
Dios; ®orando en todo tiempo con toda oracién y stplica en el Espiritu, y velando en ello
con toda perseverancia y suplica por todos los santos;

Against the background of this world-view and within the context of these
convictions about living in the last days, Paul’s language about “the present crisis”
and “the time is short” must be understood. His counsel to the various groups
addressed in 1 Corinthians 7 “to remain” in their present relational and institutional
contexts, and in those contexts to “live in a right way in undivided devotion to the
Lord” (1 Cor 7:35), is eminently appropriate. Life can no longer be lived in its normal,
ordinary way, “for this world in its present form is passing away” (1 Cor 7:31).

1 Corintios 7.35 (RVR60)
35Esto lo digo para vuestro provecho; no para tenderos lazo, sino para lo honesto y
decente, y para que sin impedimento os acerquéis al Senor.

1 Corintios 7.31 (RVR60)
3y los que disfrutan de este mundo, como si no lo disfrutasen; porque la apariencia de
este mundo se pasa.

This conviction about the transitional nature of the present determines Paul’s
thinking about the various arenas of life in 1 Corinthians 7:29-31. Christians are “new
creations” (2 Cor 5:17), and even though they are still living in this world they are no
longer of this world (see Jn 17:15-16), but already part of a new order (“the old has
gone, the new has come,” 2 Cor 5:17).

Juan 17.15-16 (RVR60)
'5No ruego que los quites del mundo, sino que los guardes del mal. ®No son del mundo,
como tampoco yo soy del mundo.
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2 Corintios 5.17 (RVR60)
'7"De modo que si alguno estd en Cristo, nueva criatura es; las cosas viejas pasaron; he
aqui todas son hechas nuevas.

Therefore, “from now on those who have wives should live as if they had none.”
This statement is followed by four more “as if”” contrasts, representative of various
areas of life and work and relationships. The point Paul makes is simply that all of
life—in light of the fact that Christians are already people of the new creation and
that the old order is therefore no longer determinative—must be lived in a new key.

In contrast to the Corinthian spiritualists who wanted to reject marriage, Paul
affirms it, but the values and priorities of persons living in this and other human
institutions must be kingdom values. There is a higher loyalty than even that to one
another in the covenant of marriage. The ordinary structures and expectations which
are part of this present order of things—such as the use of power and status to
subject others, whether in marriage or social arrangements like slavery—are no
longer valid and determinative. Christians are members of a new order while still
living in the final days of the old order. And so they should live “as if”” the new order
had already arrived. And in that new order, even divinely ordained institutions like
marriage will be radically transformed."

2 Pedro 3.8-13 (RVR60)

8Mas, oh amados, no ignoréis esto: que para con el Sefior un dia es como mil afios, y mil
afos como un dia. °El Sefior no retarda su promesa, segun algunos la tienen por
tardanza, sino que es paciente para con nosotros, no queriendo que ninguno perezca,
sino que todos procedan al arrepentimiento. °Pero el dia del Sefior vendrd como ladrén
en la noche; en el cual los cielos pasardn con grande estruendo, y los elementos ardiendo
serdn deshechos, y la tierra y las obras que en ella hay serdn quemadas.

""Puesto que todas estas cosas han de ser deshechas, jcdmo no debéis vosotros andar en
santa y piadosa manera de vivir, *esperando y apresurdandoos para la venida del dia de
Dios, en el cual los cielos, encendiéndose, serdn deshechos, y los elementos, siendo
quemados, se fundirdn! '3Pero nosotros esperamos, segun sus promesas, cielos nuevos y
tierra nueva, en los cuales mora la justicia.

' Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. et al. Hard sayings of the Bible. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1996. Print.
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